
  

Avoid Folly in the Season to be Jolly 

 
 

During this special time of the year, it is important to be thorough and knowledgeable in all our 

expenditures.  If you happen to have children who are on the threshold of college, it is equally as 

important to exhaust all avenues of funding to lower your total cost for providing a college 

education for your child. The cost of a college education nowadays is almost prohibitive, and 

there are many deserving young students who are being denied this golden opportunity to better 

themselves simply because they do not have the financial wherewithal to pay for their education. 

 

That is why it is so important that you are cognizant of the scholarship and financial aid 

opportunities that are available to you.  The government is well aware that there are households 

with limited funds that have no chance of financing a college education for their loved ones.  In 

light of this knowledge, the government has set up a college scholarship fund for low and 

moderate income households. 

 

Pell Grants 
 

The Pell Grant is a government stipend of up to $5,550 annually that will help defray the cost of 

college tuition.  It has just been renewed by Congress amid great national pressure. Additionally, 

there are innumerable other opportunities for college scholarships that are funded by a variety of 

organizations and foundations.    

 

As the annual cost of a college education continues to escalate, now at $26,500 annually, there 

are some colleges that are willing to step up and help meet the challenge of these exorbitant 

costs.  Some colleges, such as Long Island University in Brooklyn, NY, and Washington & 

Jefferson College in PA, offer assistance to students whose families or who themselves have lost 

their jobs over the past twelve months.  Other schools, such as Cleveland State in Ohio, Mercer 

College in Georgia, and Hartwick College in upstate NY, offer free credits for their students. 

 
If your family member is an athlete, here are some little known facts about garnering an athletic 

scholarship.  He or she will have a better chance of getting an athletic scholarship for 

participation in the following sports than by excelling in a major sport, such as basketball, 

baseball or football.  These sports are:  Archery; Badminton; Cheerleading; Equestrian; Fencing; 

Rifle; Rodeo; Rowing; Squash (George Washington U); Marbles; Water Polo; and the Patrick 

Kerr Memorial Scholarship for Skateboarding. 

 

So while you watch chestnuts roasting on an open fire, and Jack Frost nipping at your nose, buy 

your tiny tots with their eyes all a-glow something useful this Holiday Season – something like 

an archery set, a skateboard or a pom-pom! 

 

  
  


